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To the Teacher:

When you use the ZIV Report (www.ziv.org) there are no wrong answers! Using the Report in the classroom is intended to familiarize students with the mitzvah projects and heroes that the ZIV Tzedakah Fund supports and to teach the values behind their actions. Ideally that familiarity will lead students (and teachers) to become supporters of the ZIV Tzedakah Fund as well!

In the case of the Report, familiarity breeds comfort! Think of the report as your tzedakah textbook – required reading for your preparation in teaching mitzvahs and tikkun olam. You will undoubtedly find applications to your own classroom that extend its reach beyond the following suggestions. 

Don’t be afraid to think outside of the box (or even outside the door)! Mitzvah heroes became mitzvah heroes just that way. Here’s an example to get you started:

UNLIKELY MITZVAHS

Doing mitzvahs is not a game; using mitzvah cards is! Try it yourself before you use it with a class. Take a card and let your imagination work.

What could ‘O’ stimulate by way of mitzvah-thinking? 



Blood donation (blood type)



Bagel stores donate end-of-day supplies (bagel shape)



Ditto with donuts (ditto with donuts)



Overcoat collection (starts with an O)



Tutoring children in a homeless shelter (so they don’t get a O-zero)



Making sandwiches for the homeless (it’s an egg)



Manicures for residents of nursing homes (O! How beautiful!)

Children are great at this kind of thinking!

A set of mitzvah-cards – words on index cards that invite students to use each word combined with ‘mitzvah’ to generate new ideas for mitzvah-doing, can be purchased from the ZIV Tzedakah Fund, naomike@aol.com or 973 763-9396.

It is my hope that this guide, and the ZIV Report, will help enrich your teaching and will stimulate the growth of the mitzvah heroes of our future!

· USING THE TEXTS

Texts invite us into a worldview. They comfort; they challenge; they expand our horizons.

The texts placed throughout the Report are the documents of our people and our time.

· Divide the class into pairs or small groups. Assign each one of the texts. Have the group discuss ‘their’ text and report their conversation to the class. Class members might be invited to comment on each groups’ discussion.

Questions for discussion:


What does the text say?


How do you react to its message?


Is/How is the text a challenge to us?


How might we respond to the text through our actions?

· Ask students to read some or all of the texts used throughout the Report and find the one that is most meaningful to them. Have students group themselves according to the text selected and discuss what each found important about the particular text.

Variation: Ask students to find the text that is most challenging, makes them the most angry/comforted.

· PLAY ‘MITZVAH HUNTERS’

The greatness of some of the mitzvah teachers portrayed in the Report is their ability to see the mitzvah-power in seemingly everyday activities and objects. To encourage students to familiarize themselves with the projects and the extraordinary ‘ordinariness’ of their themes, play a discovery game.

· Divide the class into teams. Provide each team with the following list: LOANS, YARMULKES, DOLLS, HOTEL ROOMS, SHOES, HEBREW, SCHOOL LUNCH, BOOKS, DRESSES, TOOTHBRUSHES, ANIMALS, CHICKENS (add others as you wish, based on the Report projects in any given year)

Give the teams an amount of time to find the projects covered in the Report that might pertain to each category. At the conclusion of the predetermined time play the responses as a ‘sing down,’ having each team add a project to any heading in a round-robin fashion. The team that has the last acceptable response in any category ‘wins.’ 

Remind students that the answers are not always obvious. The name of a group or its paragraph heading on the Report is NOT all the information one needs to play the game!

Some projects might fit into more than one category. Be expansive in your judgment! If a group makes a good case - one that demonstrates their knowledge of the project - the answer is an acceptable one.

· Superstar Challenge Round: extra points for careful reading

Challenge students by asking which Report project might be described as: a rock and roll mitzvah, a motorcycle mitzvah, a hair cutting mitzvah, a paperclip mitzvah. Award extra game points for the team that identifies each first. 

· AROUND THE WORLD WITH MITZVAHS

Combine tikkun olam with a lesson about Jewish communities around the world and world geography.

· Assign students to a world Jewish community in which one of the Report’s projects operates (Ethiopia, Cuba, FSU, Germany). Ask students to find out about the community using whatever resources you (or they) can provide. (Newspaper archives, organizations’ materials and internet sites are particularly useful.)

· Assign students to a place in the world in which one of the Report’s projects operates in the universal community. Provide and suggest resources as above. 

To think/talk about:

Why would Jewish organizations assist the universal community?


Why would they do so under a Jewish ‘banner’?

Using a world map, have students indicate the countries in which projects supposed by the ZIV Tzedakah Fund operate.

· SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF TIKKUN OLAM: JEWISH VALUES SEARCH

Provide lists of Jewish values (in Hebrew, translation and/or transliteration). 

Ask students to categorize Report projects according to the Jewish values each represents.

Some suggested value-words:

· Observing/remembering the Sabbath
shamor v’zachor Shabbat 

Ex 20:8-11

· Leaving the gleanings

peah, leket and shich’chah


Lev 19:9-10

· Welcoming the Stranger

hachnasat orchim



Gen 19:1-3

· Visiting the sick


bikur cholim

                

Gen 17:26-18:1

· Honoring the elderly

hidur pnai zaken


  
Lev 19:32

· Not placing a stumbling block
lo titeyn michshol


   
Lev 19:14

· Feeding the hungry

ha’achaklat re’ayvim

      

Deut. 10:17-19

· Not wasting


bal tachshit



  
Deut. 20:19

· Mutual aid among Jews

areyvut




   
Lev. 19:16

· Compassion


chesed, rachamin


   
Micha 6:8

· ‘Ways of peace”/Talmudic
darchei Shalom


      
Gitin 61a

rulings on preserving peace in society

· ‘The honor of human beings’/
kevod ha-beriot



Lev. 19:18

Values designed to encourage dignity and respect for all human beings

· Acting in a way as to increase
Kiddush ha-Shem



Lev.22:32

respect for God’s name, the Jewish religion or people

· Righteousness



tzedakah



Deut. 15:11

· ‘Pursue justice’



tzedek tirdof



Deut. 16:20

· Creation of every human being in the
tselem elohim



Gen. 1:27

Divine image

Advanced version: 

Instead of providing the mitzvah, give students copies of the texts cited and have students derive the mitzvah in the text before finding the appropriate project.

· BE MITZVAH REPORTERS

Turn the Report into a class newspaper by assigning each student or group an individual or project. Ask that each student or group produces an article on their assigned mitzvah teacher. The articles might be used for a bulletin board or compiled into a class newspaper.

· BEING KAVOD DETECTIVES: ‘It’s not just what you do, it’s how you do it!’

Healing of the world can not be done while injuring human dignity. All the projects represented assure the dignity of their participants.

· Have students be kavod detectives and search out examples of kavod being bestowed upon project beneficiaries. 

· WHAT’S JEWISH ABOUT IT?

Finding Jewish connections in a seemingly non-Jewish environment helps our students look at our world with ‘Jewish eyes’.

Challenge students to identify the Jewish values demonstrated by some of the following:

Hosts for Hospitals; John Belzer; Books, Bears and Bonnets; Broad Meadows Middle School; Casting for Recovery; City Harvest; Redistribution Center; Grameen Foundation; Wilderness Inquiry

· WHAT DO YOU LOVE… and HOW IS IT BEING USED FOR MITZVAHS?

Give students categories of items: sports, animals, music, food, parties, etc.

Have each student select one item from the list. 

Students then find a way that ‘their’ category is used to do mitzvahs.

Have students form groups according to their selected category.

Have each student share the mitzvah he/she found.

The group is then charged to create (at least) one additional mitzvah within their category of choice.

